
Prevent  
Stormwater  
Pollution: 
Carpet Cleaning  
Practices 

For Your Information! 
 

More Best Management 
Practices for Carpet Clean-

ing Industries 
 

Basic practices of the carpet clean-
ing industry can pollute local water-
ways if not performed properly. Here 
are some operational practices to 
prevent stormwater pollution: 
 
1. All water and detergents, even 

those that are labeled nontoxic 
or biodegradable, should be fil-
tered first to remove any solids 
before discharging into a sani-
tary sewer. Solids may clog 
pipes. The solids may be thrown 
into the garbage, unless they 
have been contaminated with 
hazardous materials. 

2.  Wash-water from carpet, drap-
ery or furniture cleaning must be 
discharged into a sink, toilet or 
other drain connected to a sani-
tary sewer. 

3. Never throw wash-water into a 
street, gutter, parking lot or 
storm drain. 

4. Dry cleanup first, then wash 
without soap and then with soap 
to reduce contaminated runoff. 

5. Avoid power washing surfaces 
that may contain lead paint. 
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Prevent Stormwater Pollution 
Protecting tomorrow starts today 

In compliance with the NPDES Phase II permit, the City of Yuba City is 

working hard to let everyone know what they can do to help. The problem 

is simple: anything that goes down the storm drain ends up in our local 

waterways, including the Feather River. It is our goal to eliminate all    

potentially harmful discharges to the storm drains to protect our           

environment and natural wildlife for future generations. 

TRAINING EMPLOYEES 

Train your personnel with regards to the safety, use and disposal of cleaning chemicals and other materials used on the 

job. In addition, all employees should be knowledgeable with regards to a standard procedure if a spill occurs. For exam-

ple:    

  - Stop the source immediately 

  - Contain the liquid 

  - If the spill might reach the street or storm drain, use containment booms 

  - Cover liquid spills with absorbent 

  - Dispose of spill clean up materials properly 

  - Don’t use emulsifiers or dispersing agents. 

 
ELIMINATION OF STORM DRAIN DISCHARGES 

Wastewater should never be drained to a street, gutter or storm drain. Discharges 

should be made in a sink, toilet, or other drain connected to the sanitary sewer 

system.  When discharging to the sanitary sewer system, filter the discharge to  

remove the fibers in the water. 

CONTACT US 
If you have further questions about 

the Stormwater Management   
Program or would like further   

information, please contact us  
using the information provided 

below. 
 

City of Yuba City 
Department of Public Works 

Stormwater Management Program 
1201 Civic Center Blvd. 

Yuba City, CA 95993 
(530) 822-3288 

(530) 822-4694 (fax) 

Stormwater Management 
Solutions for Carpet Cleaning Practices 


